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Project Accessibility USA 

 “Win/Win” health promotion program 
for Komen Affiliates and Grantees to 

become community leaders in 
providing services to women with 

disabilities 

 
Susan G. Komen - only national 

organization supporting women with 
disabilities! 

 

 

 

 

 



 Women with disabilities are as likely 
to get breast cancer as women in the 
general population 

 

 Often women with disabilities have 
more risk factors for getting breast 
cancer than women in general 

 

  Existence of physical, cultural, 
environmental and attitudinal barriers 
keep women from obtaining recommended 
screening (CBE & Mammogram) 

 

Why is Project Accessibility USA Important for Komen 

Grantees?  

The Facts  



• Women with disabilities, including 
African-American and 
Hispanic/Latina women, are more 
likely to be diagnosed with larger 
tumors and late stage breast cancer 

 

• Women with disabilities are less 
likely to get regular CBE and 
mammograms and be diagnosed at a 
later stage impacting survival 
 

Why is Project Accessibility USA Important  

for Komen Grantees?  

The Facts  



 
 “Mammography facilities are not accessible and 

welcoming to me”  
 

 “Fear increased radiation exposure will give 
me cancer” 
 

 “Mammogram painful – lack of training of 
technologists” 
 

 “Lightening Doesn’t Strike Twice, Right?” 
 

 “If I have breast cancer, I will die” 
 
 

Why is Project Accessibility USA Important for Komen 

Grantees?  

The Myths 



 Of 256 practices, 22% reported they 
could not accommodate a patient in a 
wheelchair 

 4% reported that building was 
inaccessible 

 18% reported inability to transfer a 
patient from wheelchair to exam table 

 9% reported use of height-adjustable 
tables or a lift for transfer 

 Highest rate of inaccessible offices-
gynecology subspecialty 

Annals of Internal Medicine-2013:158:441-446 

 

Why is Project Accessibility USA Important for Komen 

Grantees?  

The Research 



Why is Project Accessibility USA Important for Komen 

Grantees?  

The Law 

 
 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) – 

All medical practitioners must provide 
“Full and equal access to their health 
care services and facilities.”  



Three Components of Project Accessibility 

USA 

1. On-site facility visit and technical 
assistance to Komen Screening 
Grantees/Sub-Contractors (No Cost) 

 

2. Innovative and engaging interactive on-
line training modules to increase 
mammography staff awareness 

 

3. On-line Breast Health Resource Portal 
for Komen Affiliates and Grantees 



Part One: On Site Facility Visit and 

Technical Assistance 

 Project staff to perform on site 
interactive user- friendly mammography 
facility accessibility assessments for 
Komen Affiliates and Grantees 

 
 Grantees Receive “Assessment Guide for 

Mammography Facilities” and  Project 
Materials 

 
 Confidential Written Report Provided to 

Facilities – Recommendations for Reaching 
Accessibility –Ongoing TA after on site 
visit 

 

 



“Assessment Guide for Mammography 

Facilities” 



“Assessment Guide for Mammography 

Facilities” 

 

• Parking Lot Accessibility 

• Building Accessibility 

• Elevator Accessibility 

• Ramp Accessibility 

• Waiting Room Accessibility 

• Mammography Suite Accessibility 

• Mammography Equipment Accessibility 

• Bathroom and Sink Accessibility 



“Assessment Guide for Mammography Facilities” 



“Guide to Interacting With Women with Disabilities for 

Facility Staff” 



“Tips for Women with Disabilities and 
Breast Health” 



Part Two: On-line Training Modules 

 Module One: Introduction & Overview of 
Navigating On-line Modules 

 Module Two:  Women with Disabilities 
and Mammography Screening 

 Module Three: Interacting with Women 
with Disabilities/Disability Etiquette 

 Module Four:  Understanding Complete 
Facility Accessibility  

 Module Five:  A, B, C’s of a Successful 
Visit 



Part Three: Project Web Site and Learning Portal 

http://project-accessibility-usa.org 

http://project-accessibility-usa.org/


Breast Health Resource Portal 



 Quick Resources For Mammography Facility 
Staff:  short, easy-to-use checklists and 
“how to” documents.  

 Patients and Clients  - Quick Resources: 
checklists and practical advice for women 
with disabilities on interacting with 
facility staff.  

 Other Resources: more in-depth resources, 
including informative presentations on 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
guides for providing effective services 
to women with disabilities, and other 
topics.   

 Research: articles from peer-reviewed 
journals on health care for women with 
disabilities. 

Breast Health Resource Portal 



What Can I Expect From an On-Site Visit? 



Komen Grantee Success Story 

 
Julie Wright 

 
North Texas Affiliate 

 
Denton County Health Department  

 
Denton County, TX 



How Can I Participate in Project Accessibility USA?  

 Komen Affiliate, Grantee or Grantee Sub-Contractor 
are Eligible  

 
 Grantee Should Contact Their Affiliate and Let Them 

Know of Their Interest  
 

  Affiliate to Contact AAHD Project Staff (R. Carlin) 
 

 Project Accessibility Staff will Contact Komen 
Grantee with 24 Hours  

 



Questions 



Thank You! 

 
Thank you to Susan G. Komen 
Foundation for their support 
of Project Accessibility USA 
and for their efforts to be 

community leaders in providing 
quality services to women with 

disabilities in their 
mammogram screening 

facilities. 



Contact Information 

Roberta Carlin, MS, JD 

American Association on Health 
and Disability 

110 N. Washington Street, Suite 
328J 

Rockville, MD  20850 

  rcarlin@aahd.us 

www.aahd.us 

 301-545-6140 ext. 206 

mailto:rcarlin@aahd.us
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