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November 29, 2017 
 
Dear Chairman Hatch, Ranking Member Wyden, Chairman Alexander, and Ranking Member 
Murray: 
 
As organizations committed to improving the public’s health, we are writing to urge you to act 
swiftly to reauthorize several important safety net programs without using the Prevention and 
Public Health Fund (Prevention Fund) as an offset. These programs are all valuable parts of the 
public health continuum, and cutting one program to pay for another will not serve to reach our 
shared goal of improving the health of all Americans. We urge you to work together to develop 
bipartisan legislation that will fund these programs without further delay. 
 
The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), 
National Health Service Corps and other important health programs saw their funding expire on 
September 30th. These programs are critical to ensuring that Americans have access to health 
care and to improving equity in health outcomes. However, cutting the Prevention Fund would 
undermine the core missions of the programs this legislation seeks to support, as programs 
supported by the Prevention Fund work in concert with primary care providers to keep 
Americans healthy.  
 
Today, the Prevention Fund comprises 12 percent of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) budget. CDC initiatives supported by the Prevention Fund improve 
children’s health by helping reduce the risk of lead poisoning, expanding access to vaccines, and 
supporting breastfeeding moms. The Prevention Fund also helps their parents and caregivers stop 
smoking, eat better, and be more physically active, while providing resources for state and local 
public health departments to prepare for and respond to natural disasters and infectious disease 
outbreaks. While the original authorizing language designated as much as $2 billion a year in 
new investments to modernize our prevention and public health efforts, as a result of previous 
legislative action, less than half of that was available in fiscal year 2017.  



 
Despite the growing and geographically disparate burden of largely preventable diseases; health 
threats such as the opioid epidemic; emerging infectious disease outbreaks such as the Zika 
virus; and recent natural disasters in Texas, Florida and California, public health programs 
remain critically underfunded. Public health spending is still below pre-recession levels, having 
remained relatively flat for years. The CDC’s budget authority has actually decreased by 11.4 
percent since FY 2010 after adjusting for inflation, and the Prevention Fund has helped to make 
up the difference. In addition, the future scheduled growth of the Prevention Fund will allow 
public health to make up some of this lost ground and increase investments in innovative 
programs aimed at better preparing the nation for future health challenges. 
 
Reducing our nation’s ability to prevent illness and injury will likely cause children and families 
to become sicker and our nation’s healthcare costs to grow even faster. We will never get health 
spending under control if we do not invest in keeping Americans healthy in the first place. 
Funding for CHIP, FQHCs and other critical healthcare programs must continue, but not at the 
expense of our nation’s health.   
 
Sincerely, 
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