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September 14, 2020 

 

Sarah Meek, MSW 

Senior Director of Legislative Affairs  

ANCOR  

1825 K St. NW, Suite 600  

Washington, DC  20006 

 

Dear Ms. Meek:  

 

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ 

(HHS) Provider Relief Fund. 

 

Like you, I recognize the particular impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on health care 

providers, patients, and communities across the nation.  A critical part of HHS’s work includes 

ensuring that our health care system remains strong and financially viable during this 

unprecedented time.  HHS is distributing $175 billion to hospitals and health care providers on 

the front lines of the coronavirus response via the Provider Relief Fund 

(www.hhs.gov/providerrelief). 

 

The Administration, with support from Congressional leadership, acted quickly to distribute the 

initial General Distribution payments to offer immediate relief to providers who billed Medicare 

on a fee-for-service basis (Parts A or B) in Calendar Year 2019.  In June, HHS began making 

General Distribution payments to Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program providers.  

Disability service providers and other providers of Medicaid-funded home and community-based 

services (HCBS) (e.g., day habilitation, HCBS waiver program services) are eligible to apply if 

they otherwise meet the eligibility criteria.  These payments, of approximately 2 percent of a 

provider’s annual revenue from patient care, are made on a rolling basis.  Providers can review 

the user guide (https://chameleoncloud.io/review/3016-5ec704315a620/prod) and application 

instructions (https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/provider-distribution-instructions.pdf) for 

more information. 

 

This pandemic has brought together not only our entire government, but state and local 

government, health care providers, and health care associations, in an unprecedented coalition to 

defeat this pandemic.  These concerted efforts are ensuring the viability of the health care 

system, allowing providers to focus on saving lives. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Thomas J. Engels 

Administrator 
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