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Kelly, colleagues introduce Restore Protections for Dialysis Patients Act

December 20, 2023 | Fress Release

WASHINGTON. D). —= This week LS. Rep. Mike Kelty (R-PA). alohg with Reps. Yvette Glarke {D-NY), Neal Dunn, M.D. {R-FL), Danny Bavis (D-iL). John Joyce
(R-PA), pnd Ruul Ruiz {D-GA] introduced the Restore Protections for Dialysis Patients Act, Bipartisan legisiation which ufms to ensure thot individuals with End
stage Renai Disease {ESRD) continue to have squitable accass to private heafthcare and to provide pratection of the Medicare Trust Fund.

Tne legisiotlon follows a 2022 Supreme Court ruling that hos aliowed private heclth plans to prefmaturely force ESRD patients onto Medicare, creating disruption
in coverdge for patients and their fomiies and shifting a significant finencial burden onto taxpaysrs

“This lagistation ie critical tor Amaricans fiving with End Stage Renal Disansa and who rely on didlysis,” said Rap. Kally, "Patients deserve to know thelr banefits
wik be in place when they need thern. This legisiation will improve bath patient core ond potient cutcomes. | want to thark my House colleagues for joining me
on this vitat {sgisiation.”

“Negrly 40 milon Americans five with kidney disease, and the millions more at sk deserve our support in their fight against kidney disease — from prevention
through post-transplont living,” said Congresswoman Clarke. ‘Unfortunately, for too many potients ofected with the disease, which disproportionately
impacts com©murities of color, have complex hedlth care needs that create incentives for plans to discoutage enroftment. ¥m proud to join my collecgus,
Congressman Kelly, to introdute the Restore Protections for Diolysis Petients Act, o bipartisan kil which seeks to ensure people or diclysis recetve the care they
need”

“Americans deserve ocoess to adeduadte health core coverage, especiolly those who need diglysis,” said Gongressman Dunn, “ESRD polients who refy un
diclysis should not see their benelit disoppear overnight. We must renew the sofeguards thet protect dictysis patients ond ensure thelr access to care.”

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING
Lending potient aad physicion groups are slas haling the intraductian of this eriticel lagislaton e a vitel Sho RBECRERARY ETAP 15 IMprave potient come.



~as the Isading volee for the nation's kidney sare community, Kidney Care Purtners is devotad to ensuring that all ESRD potients can access sofe, effective core
with coverage of their cholce,” stid John P. Butier, Chair of Kidney Gurs Partners. “We thank House lowmakers for introducing the Restore Protections for
Dialysis Patients Act, which will protect patient access to private insurer coveroge for life-sustoining diatysis treatments.”

“Pgogle with ESRD are mare likely to be low-income and frorm historically marginatized communities, making pramature loss of haalth covarage and related
cost increases particularly devastating,” seid LaVarne Burton, President and CEQ of the American Kidney Fund {AKF). “Tharkiully, the Restore Protections for
Dlalysls Patients Act will snsure that seople with ¥idnay failure won't be singled out bassd on thalr disease o tarced to pay higher costs.”

"o theink Raprasobtativas Kaelly, Clars, Dunn, Davig, Joyee and Ruiz for introducing this pivotal fegisiction, which will praserve patient choice and incantivize
health plans to detect ond treat ehronic kidney disease (CKDY. Unfortunataly, my heclth insuronce plan continues o festrict my access to the therapies that
my nephrologist has prescribed o dekay my kidney disease progression, without action by Congress, millions of Americans could see their insurers follow suit,
as the sooner they cun push GKD patients fke me inte Medicare without paying any cost for doing so, the rmare ikely we ars te progress to end-stage renal
disease (ESRD),” sald Hrant Jamgochian, J.0., LLM., CEO of Dintysis Patient Cltizens.

“Private insurance cdh be vital to potiants’ access to core and plays a sridedt tole In ensufing the stability of tha Medicare system,” sald Keith A, Ballovich, DO,
President of the Rennl Physicians Association. “ urge House lawmakers o swiftly advance this leglsiation, which witl muke @ meaningful difference for the
maore thah 200,000 parients fiving with kldney totiure

“The Matriatia v. Dovim decisicn will 1oree peaple who have kidney [oikure off thelr private insurcnce into Medicare,” sald Lorf Hartwell, Founder and Prasldant of
the Renal Support Metwork. “Heolth pkins shuuld not be able to decide they don't want to zover you when your kidneys foil o eritical time when you need your
insurance and care team the most. it is an unfair, discrieninatery policy and o siippery slape for ather chranic conditions.”

BACKGROUND

- 198, Congress amended the Medicare Secondary Payer Act (MSPA) ko add language to protest against private heaith insurers from designing benefit
pians to push individuals with ESRD onto Madiedre prematuraly,
+ For decades, healith plans have abided by the principles of MSPA, banefitting both beneficiories ond toxpayers.
+ In hung 2027, the Suptema Court ruked thot heath plans can eftectively push ESRD patients onto Madicare, prempting d heed for Congress to introduce
legisiation 1o clerity the Medicare Secondory Payer Act und protect ESRD potients from belng kicked off of their private health plons,
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