Contact: Kevin McGuire
Kevin meguiretimail house gov
(202)-538-2836

Reps. Barragin and Craig Lead Letter to HHS and CMS In Support of
Updating Essential Health Benefits

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Reps. Nanette Barragan (CA-44) and Angie Craig (MN-02), members of
the Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health, led 18 of their colleagues in a letter to the Department of
Health and Human Services {(HHS) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in support of
updating Essential Health Benefits (EHBs).

Included as part of passage of the Affordable Care Act, EHBs are a set of ten required services, including
maternity and newborn care, mental health and substance use disorder services, and prescription drug coverage,
that must be covered by Marketplace and some commercial insurance plans. However, the administration has
not used its statutory authority to set 2 minimum standard of coverage under these categories or set a regular
process for reviewing and updating coverage. With more than 20 million Americans enrolled in Marketplace
coverage it is critical to set minimum standards to avoid gaps in coverage.

“As evident in the comments in response to the December 2022 CMS Request for Information on Essential
Health Benefits, coverage varies greatly by state, with many states allowing for inadequate coverage across
EHB categories,” wrote the Members. “... This Swiss cheese approach also contributes to the medical debt
¢risis our country is currently facing, where millions with health insurance have medical bills for services not
covered by their insurance and they simply cannot afford to pay them.”

In the PNULIML U1 LIWE VG E GG 1 Gy LI E 6 Q3N LI 2 1 VAPL B ) LU 2V 1 LIVRAE LN, HHS took an important Step
forward in addressing coverage gaps in EHBs. This letter applauds the Biden administration’s efforts to date in

granting states greater flexibility to expand EHB coverage standards but also urges the administration to use the
administrative authority granted by Congress to review and update the EHBs to ensure that everyone has access
to the health care they need, regardless of where they live.

“Thirteen years after ACA passage, we are asking the administration to act in the spirit of the law and update
the ACA's standards to fill in crucial gaps and make health insurance coverage more comprehensive. Now more
than ever, it's time for HHS to act, as there are major inequities in the services covered, leaving far too many
people underinsured resulting in high out-of-pocket costs and medical debt, or people foregoing important,
needed care,” said Emily Stewart, executive director of L uiinuinny varary s, @ National health justice
organization that has convened more than 50 local. state and nationa! organizations urging the Biden
administration to act. “With rising health care costs, and .. ' ... . with medical debt, it’s critical that
policymakers continue to address the gaps and 1ncon51stenc1es that exist — including for mental health, maternity
and dental care. This is a simple yet important and long overdue action the Biden administration can take to
improve coverage for millions of people across the country. We applaud the lawmakers urging action.”

In addition to Barragan and Craig, the letter was signed by Reps. Yadira Caraveo, Tony Cardenas, Steve Cohen,
Sylvia Garcia, Raul Grijalva, Sheila Jackson Lee, Jonathan Jackson, Barbara Lee, Summer Lee, Zoe Lofgren,
Eleanor Norton, Donald Payne, Katie Porter, Delia Ramirez, Adam Schiff, Melanie Stansbury, Mark Takano,
and Jennifer Wexton.

The letter was endorsed by Community Catalyst, American Association on Health and Disability, Center for
American Progress, Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP), Colorado Children’s Campaign, Colorado
Consumer Health Initiative, First Focus on Children, Justice in Aging, Lakeshore Foundation, Mental Health
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America, MomsRising, Ohio Federation for Health Equity and Social Justice, Partnership to End Addiction,
Policy Center for Maternal Mental Health, Protect Our Care, Small Business Majority, Tennessee Health Care
Campaign, The Kennedy Forum, Young Invincibles, and United States of Care.

The full text of the letter can be found b~
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Congressmember Nanette Barragdn represents California’s 44" District. She sits on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee and works on environmental justice and healtheare issues. She is also Chair of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC).

Kevin G, McGuire (he/his)
Senior Communications Advisor
Office of Congresswoman Nanette Diaz Barragan (CA-44)
2312 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
{m)202/538.2386
(0) 202|225.8220
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If you wish to request an interview with Congresswoman Barragan, please email either myself
at kevin.mceuire@mail.house.gov or BarraganScheduling@mail.house.gov. Thank you.




From: Tabajonda, Michelle <Michelle.Tabajonda@mail.house.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2024 4:01 PM ’
Cc: Mullon, Meghan
Subject: FW: RELEASE: Reps. Barragén and Craig Lead Letter to HHS and CMS In Support of

Updating Essential Health Benefits

Good afternoon, everyone!

Thank you to all of your organizations for endorsing Rep. Barragan’s and Rep. Craig’s letter to HHS and CMS in support of
updating Essential Health Benefits (EHBs). The letter has officially been sent to HHS and CMS.

We ended up with 20 total signers and 20 endorsing organizations. Also sharing my boss’ press release below, which
includes tha final list and a copy of the final letter. )

Thanks again, and hope you all have a great weekend!

Best,
Michelle

Michelle Tabajonda (she/her)

Legislative Assistant

Congresswoman Nanette Barragéan {CA-44)
2312 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Office | (202) 225-8220
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from: McGuire, Kevin <Kevin.McGuire®@mail.house.gov>-

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2024 2:48 PM

To: McGuire, Kevin <Kevin. McGuire@mail.house_gov>

Subject: RELEASE: Reps. Barragén and Craig Lead Letter to HHS and CMS in Support of Updating Essential Health
Benefits

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 29, 2024



