JUNE 12, 2024

Marshall, Colleagues Reintroduce Must-Pass
Prior Authorization Reform Bill

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senators Roger Marshall, M.D. {R-KS), Kyrsten
Sinema (I-AZ}, John Thune (R-SD), Sherrod Brown (D-OH), and U.S.
Represertatives Mike Kelly (R-PA], Suzan DelBene (D-WA), Larry Bucshon,
M.D. {R-IN} and Ami Bera, M.D. (D-CA) reintroduced the Improving Seniors’
Timely Access to Care Act, The bipartisan, bicameral legislation streamlines
the prior authorization process under Medicare Advantage {MA) allowing
seniors to get the care they need and helping health care providers put
patients over paperwork.

“Bripr authorization is the number one administrative burden facing
physicians today across all specialtiés, Senator Marshall {R-KS) said. “As a
physician, | understand the frustration this arbitrary process is causing
health care practices across the country and the headaches it creates for
our nurses. With the bipartisan, bicameral, Improving Seniors’ Timely Access
to Care Act, we will streamline prior authorization and help improve patient
cutcomes and access to quzlity care and life-saving medicine. With the
improvements we've made there is ho reason we should not guickly get this
hill signed into law.”

‘We're improving the authorization process so Arizona seniors with
Medicare Advantage plans can receive timely and quality care, while
lowering the ¢osts and avoiding poorer clinical outcomes related to delaved
care, Qur bipartisan bill aiso allows doctors and health care providers to
spend less time dealing with red tape and more time with their patients”
said Senator Kyrsten Sinema {I-AZ2).

“Modernizing and streamlining the prior authorization process is critical for

South Dakota seniors and providers,” said Senator John Thune (R-SD). “This
bipartisan legisliation would remove unnecessary red tape, make health care
more efficient, and ensure patients can access care when they need it.”

“Right now, too many older Americans enrolled in Medicare Advantage are
forced to deal with unnecessary delays when seeking out medical
treatment,” said Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH). “We need to update the
Medicare Advantage program so it works better, faster, and is more
transparent for patients and providers. By requiring private insurance
companies to streamline prior authorization processes electronically, we

can ensure providers can quickly access the information they need to treat
and care for their patientg in a timely manner. "



“With over 22 million Americanc enrolled in Medicare Advantage,
modernization of the prior authorization process is long overdue,” said
Congressman Mike Kelly (R-PA). “Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle,
hundreds of health care organizations, Americans from all corners of the
country agree - streamlining this process will allow our Nation's seniors to
receive the care they are entitied to more efficiently. | am proud to
reintroduce the !mproving Senfors’ Timely Access to Lare AcCt of 2024, which
would move the health care sector into the 21st century by giving doctors
and Medicare Advantage plans the tools to make health coverage decisions
in a timely manner. | was pleased to see this bill unanimously pass the
House in the N7t Congress, and | look forward to swift consideration of the
bill in this Congress. | thank my House and Senate colleagues for their years
of hard work and for joining me on the reintroduction of this critical
legislation.”

“We've made important incremental headway in helping seniors get the
medical care they deserve with the administration’s prior authorization
regulations. However, we must go further and enshrine these
advancements into law. By passing the bipartiszan, bicamaral Improving
Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act, we can make it much easier for seniors
to receive the care they're entitled to while aisc alleviating unnecessary
burdens on physicians and hospitals,” said Congresswoman Suzan DelBene
{D-WA]).

“An inefficient prior authorization process creates unnecessary paperwork,
lag time, and hassle for doctors which can delay critical or life-saving
procedures for patients,” said Congressman Dr. Larry Bucshon {R-IN). “As a
physician, | believe the best approach to solving challenges with our health
care system is to put the patient first. That’'s why I'm proud to join my
colleagues in reintroducing the bipartisan improving Senjors’ Timely Access
to Care Act to promote transparency and electronic prior authorization in
the Medicare Advantage program. Seniors are counting on us to ensure that
they can receive the care they heed when they need it."

“{ am pleased to introduce this bipartisan, bicameral legislation that will
codify protections to help seniors access the medical care they are entitled
to without unnecessary delays and denials due to prior authorization,” said
Congressman Ami Bera (D-CA), who previously served as Chief Medical
Officer for Sacramento County. “Having practiced in medicine, it is crucial
we create an environment where physicians can spend less time with an
antiquated prior authorization system and spend mare time taking care of
their patients.”

The Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act ynanimeusly passed the

House last Congress (h_tp§ hwww, marshail §enatg gov[gewsrcgm[grgs?
releases/house-passes-s

and was cosponsored by a majority of members in the Senate and House of
Representatives.



Senate original cosponsors include Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Sheldon
Whitehouse {D-RI), Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA), Maggie Hassan (D-NH), Them
Tillis (R-NC), Tom Carper (D-DE), John Cornyn {R-TX}, Bob Casey {D-PA]}, John
Boozman (R-AR), Debbie Stabenow [(D-MI), Jerry Moran (R-K5), Amy
Klobuchar (D-MN), 3.D. Vance (R-OH}, Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Tedd Budd
(R-NC), Tim Kaine (D-VA), Josh Hawley (R-MO), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH),
Cindy Hyde-Smith {R-MS5), Mark Kelly {D-AZ}, Kevin Cramer {R-ND), Jacky
Rosen (D-NV), Mike Braun {R-IN}, Martin Heinrich {D-NM), Eric Schmitt (R~
MO), John Hickenlooper {D-CQ), Marco Rubio (R-FL), Gary Peters (D-Mi],
Mike Rounds {R-SD), Peter Welch {D-VT), John Hoeven (R-ND), Alex Padilla
[{D-CA), Richard Blumenthal [D-CT), Raphael Warnoek (D-GA), Brian Schatz
(D-H1), Jeff Merkley {D-OR]}, John Fetterman (D-PA), and Elizabeth Warren
{D-MA).



House original cosponsors include Adrian Smith (R-NE), Bill Pascreil {D-N3J),
August Pfluger (R-TX), Angie Craig (D-MN), Blake Moare (R-UT), Dan Kildee
(D-M1), Bob Latta (R-OH), Dianha DeGette {D-CO]}, Beth Van Duyne (R-TX),
Brad Schneider {D-IL), Buddy Carter (R-GA), Doris Matsui (D-CA), Brad
Wenstrup, M.D. {R-OH), Don Beyer (B-VA), Dan Crenshaw {R-TX), John
Sarbanes {D-MD), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Gwen Moore (D-WI), Diana
Harshbarger (R-TN), Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), Carol Miller (R-WV), Jimmy
Gomez {D-CA), Greg Pence (R-IN}, Lori Trahan (D-MA}, Claudia Tenney {R-
NY), Dwight Evans (D-PA), Gus Bilirakis {R-FL), Nanette Barragan (D-CA),
Darin LaHood (R-IL}, Jimmy Panetta (D-CA}, John James (R-MI), Yvette
Clarke {D-NY), David Schweikert {R-AZ), John Larson {D-CT), Mariannette
Miller-Meeks, M.D. (R-1A), Drew Ferguson (R-CA}, Judy Chu {D-CA), Michael
Burgess, M.D. (R-TX}, Greg Murphy, M.D. (R-NC), Linda Sanchez (D-CA}, John
Joyce, M.D. (R-PA), Greg Steube (R-FL), Terri Sewell {D-AL), Neal Dunn, M.D.
(R-FL), Michelle Fischbach {R-MN), Earl Blumenauer {D-OR), Richard Hudson
(R-NC), Michelle Steel [R-CA), Mike Carey (R-OH), Tim Walberg {R-MI}, Nicole
Malliotakis (R-NY), Troy Balderson (R-OH), Ron Estes (R-KS), Lloyd Smucker
(R-PA), Adam Smith (D-WA), Andre Carson (D-IN), Andrea Salinas (D-OR),
Andy Harris, M.D. (R-MD), Austin Scott (R-GA), Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), Barry
Loudermilk (R-GA), Betty McCollum {D-MN), Bill Foster (D-IL), Colin Alired
(D-TX), Cori Bush {D-MO), Dan Meuser (R-PA}, Dan Newhouse (R-WA), David
Rouzer {(R-NC), Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), Deborah Ross (D-NC),
Derek Kilmer (D-WA), Dina Titus (D-NV}, Don Bacon (R-NE}, Don Davis (D-
NC), Dutch Ruppersberger {D-MD), Ed Case {D-Hl), Eleanor Holmes Nortan
{(D-DC), Frank Mrvan (D-IN), Glenn Thempsen (R-PA), Grace Meng [(D-NY),
Greg Stanton {D-AZ), Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA), Haley Stevens (D-M!), Jake
LaTurner {R-KS), Jamie Raskin {D-MD)}, Jason Crow {D-COj}, Jeff Jackson (D-
NC), Jeff Van Drew (R-N1), Jen Kiggans (R-VA), Jennifer McClellan {D-VA),
Jerry Nadler (D-NVY), Jill Tokuda (D-Ht), Jim Banks {R-1N), Jim Costa (D-CA),
John Moolenaar {R-MIl}, John Rutherford (R-FL), Julia Letlow (R-LA), Lois
Frankel (D-FL), Madeleine Dean (D-PA}, Melanie Stansbury (D-NM), Mike
Bost {R-IL), Mike Quigley (D-IL), Nikema Williams {D-CA), Raja
Krishnamoorthi {D-IL), Raul Grijalva (D-AZ), Rick Larsen {D-WA]}, Ritchie
Torres {D-NY), Seth Moulton (D-MA), Sharice Davids {(D-KS}, Stephen Lynch
(D-MA), Steve Cohen (D-TN), Susan Wild {D-PA), Suzanne Bonamici {D-OR),
Ted Lieu (D-CA), Teresa Leger Fernandez {D-NM), Tom Suozzi (D-NY), Yadira
Caraveo {D-CQ), Zach Nunn {R-14), Jim Himes {D-CT}, Tim Burchett {(R-TN),
Valerie Foushee {D-NC), Tracey Mann {R-KS), Andy Kim {D-N3J), Robert
Wwittman {R-VA}, Mike Flood {R-NE), Chuck Edwards {R-NC), and Kim Schrier
(D-WA),

This bill is supported by over 370 national and state organizations
representing patients, physicians, MA plans, hospitals, and other key
stakeholders in the health care industry. To see the list as of today, click
here
(https://docs.gcogle.com/document/d/1IFadTGnxGBF515u9vWSiluffuSyHs-
losZLeXQHS VE/edit?uspzcharing).

Background



Prior authorization is a tool used by health plans to reduce unnecessary
cate by requiring health care providers to get pre-approval for medical
services, But it's not without fault. The current system often results in
unconfirmed faxec of a patient's medical information or phone calis by
clinicians which takes precious time away from delivering quality and
timely care. Prior authorization continues to be the #1 administrative
burden identified by health care providers, and three out of four
(httpe/Mmww aimc.comfview/the-extent-and-growth-of-prior-authorization-
in-medicare-

advantage#: ~text=Conglusions%IA%20IN®%202019%2C%20roughly%203 approaches %201
Medicare Advantage enrcllees are subject to unnecessary delays due to
prior authorization. In recent years, the Office of the Inspector General at
the U.5. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)1aised concerns
{https:flolg.hhs.govioelfreports/oel-09-16-00410.pdf) after an audit revealed
that Medicare Advantage plans Ultimately approved 75% of requests that
were originally denied. More recently, HHS OlG_relegsed a report
{https:/foig.hhs.goviogifreports/OE1-09-18-00260.0df) finding that MA plans
incorrectly denied beneficiaries’ access to services even though they met
Medicare coverage rules.

Health plans, health care providers, and patients agree that the prior
authorization process must be improved to better serve patients and reducs
unnecessary administrative burdens for clinicians. In fact, leading health
care organizations released a consensus statement to address some of the
most pressing concerns associated with prior authorization.

Specifically, the bill would:

» Establish an electronic prior authorization process for MA plans
including a standardization for transactions and clinical attachments.

s Increase transparency around MA prior authorization requirements and
its use.

= Clarify CMS’ authority to establish timeframes for e-PA reguests
including expedited determinations, real-time decisions for routinely
approved items and services, and other PA requests,

+ Expand beneficiary protections ta improve enrollee experiences and
outcomes.

* Require HHS and other agencies to report to Congress on program
integrity efforts and other ways to further improve the e-PA process.

Bill text is available here {https://www.marshall senate,.goviwp-
content/uploads/PriorAuth. pdf).

A section-by-section summary can be found here,

(https://iwww.marshall.senate.gov/iwp-content/uploads/Seniors-Act-Section-

by-Section-Summary.pdf)




