
The second is a thank-you letter to appropriators for including our language in the House LHHS report—acknowledging their support helps reinforce the importance of this provision for patients and strengthens our ongoing advocacy. Our language is as follows:
1. Medicare Prescription Repayment Program.—The Committee directs CMS to provide a quarterly report to Congress and post on a publicly available website with (1) the number of beneficiaries who have opted into the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan, including trends and demographic breakdowns, to ensure transparency and inform potential improvements to the program; (2) the total number of beneficiaries categorized as ‘‘likely to benefit’’ by the Part D plan sponsor; (3) information on the methods that CMS is utilizing to encourage participation, such as the use of Medicare.gov, the Medicare and You handbook, 1–800–MEDICARE, and provider-focused communications such as the Medicare Learning Network; and (4) information on additional outreach efforts that CMS is conducting with stakeholders, including provider associations and societies, patient and consumer advocacy groups, and pharmacy benefit managers. The Committee also encourages CMS to assess and identify barriers to participation and make targeted investments in outreach, education, and enrollment facilitation efforts to increase beneficiary uptake. The Committee acknowledges concerns raised by pharmacy groups regarding point-of-sale enrollment but emphasizes the need for a streamlined and accessible enrollment process for beneficiaries. As such, the Committee urges CMS to explore mechanisms to facilitate point-of-sale enrollment, ensuring that beneficiaries can easily access the program at the time of filling their prescriptions in person or online.
Alliance for Aging Research led coalition.
