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About the Center for Medicare Advocacy

The Center for Medicare Advocacy is a non-profit, non-partisan law organization founded in 1986 that works
to advance health equity, access to comprehensive Medicare, and quality health care. Based in Connecticut

and Washington DC with additional attorneys in California, Maryland, Massachusetts, and Wisconsin.

Attorneys, advocates, a nurse, communication and technical experts

Education, legal analysis, writing, assistance, and advocacy

Systemic Change - Policy and Litigation

1 Based on our experience with the problems of real people

Medicare coverage and appeals expertise

Medicare/Medicaid Third Party Liability Projects
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Agenda

 Background on Dental care in Medicare
 Comprehensive Oral health advocacy

* Medically Necessary Advocacy
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Need for Dental Care in Medicare

* Approximately 67.3 million US adults are enrolled in Medicare coverage.
« Majority are age 65 and over. Roughly 8 million under age 65 and disabled.

« 1/2 of Medicare beneficiaries did not see a dentist in 2018 (47%), reporting cost as

a major barrier.

 Among those who used dental services in 2018, average out-of-pocket spending
was $874.

* Unmet oral health needs can exacerbate chronic medical conditions.

 Drilling Down on Dental Coverage and Costs for Medicare Beneficiaries | KFF
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Dental Health & Substance Abuse and Mental Health

« About one in four Medicare beneficiaries live with mental iliness

 |In 2023, 6.4 million Medicare beneficiaries had a substance use disorder

« Examples of interrelationship between oral health and SAMHDs:

* Challenges in maintaining oral hygiene, tolerating & affording dental visits
* Altered salivary flow/dry mouth

* Jaw grinding, teeth clenching

* Untreated dental pain and infection can exacerbate physical and

psychological symptoms and substance use.
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Background on Dental Care in Medicare

* Medicare law broadly excludes coverage for dental services.

* The statute bars payment for “services in connection with the care, treatment,

filling, removal, or replacement of teeth or structures directly supporting the teeth.”

Section 1862(a)(12) of the Act.

Center for
@ Medicare Advocacy _ _
e ——

MedicareAdvocacy.org




Dental Care in Medicare Advantage

* About 34 million enrolled private in Medicare Advantage (MA) plans.

94% of MA enrollees are in plans offering dental benefits.

« Dental benefits vary by plan, can change each year.
— Barriers to care: Limited networks & scope of benefits, high coinsurance.

* Despite coverage, only about half of MA enrollees visit a dentist annually.

« Adding a Dental Benefit to Medicare Part B: \WWhat About Medicare Advantage or

Medigap Plans?
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Dual Eligible Population

Medicaid covers critical services that Medicare does not, including, dental

In 2024, about 12.8 million dual-eligible beneficiaries

« A Cut to Medicaid is a Cut to Medicare (fact sheet)

A Cut to Medicaid is a Cut to Medicare (issue brief)
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Comprehensive Dental Coverage

 CMA has long advocated for comprehensive oral health care in Medicare Part B

— Adding a Dental Benefit to Medicare Part B: Frequently Asked Questions

« Advocacy in Coalitions: including Medicare advocates, oral health advocates, some

providers
* Legislation over the years expanding Part B:

— Ex: H.R.33 - Medicare Dental, Vision, and Hearing Benefit Act of 2023
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Comprehensive Dental Coverage

Build Back Better- opportunity for expansion

American Dental Association (ADA) opposed Medicare dental coverage

Costs, political realities led to oral health being excluded from Inflation Reduction
Act of 2022

Shift in focus to administrative advocacy

« Navigating The Path To Medicare Dental Coverage | Health Affairs
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Medically Necessary Dental Care in Medicare

« CMS’ 2023 Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) Final Rule clarified an exception to

Medicare’s dental exclusion for certain medically necessary dental services.

 Payment may be made for dental services that are “inextricably linked to, and

substantially related and integral to the clinical success of, a certain covered medical
service,” 42 C.F.R. § 411.15(i)

« Established examples of clinical scenarios where dental care is “inextricably linked”

and annual nominations process to recognize additional examples.
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Medically Necessary Dental Care in Medicare

« Codified examples in which Medicare may pay for a dental examination and

services to diagnose and treat dental infection:
— Organ transplant (including stem cell and bone marrow transplant)
— Cardiac valve replacement and valvuloplasty procedures

— Chemotherapy, CAR-T cell, or high-dose bisphosphonate therapy for treatment

of cancer
— Head & neck cancer treatment (surgery, radiation, or chemotherapy)

— Covered dialysis for treatment of End Stage Renal Disease
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Medically Necessary Dental Care in Medicare

« Challenges to implementing and accessing “inextricably linked” dental care:
— Lack of awareness about this coverage
— Very few dentists enrolled in Medicare
— Required coordination between medical and dental provider
* Opportunities for:
— Medical-dental integration

— Improved outcomes and overall health for individuals with chronic conditions
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Questions and Discussion
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Thank you!

For further information, to receive the
Center’s free weekly electronic newsletter, CMA Alert,
update emails and webinar announcements, contact:
Communications@MedicareAdvocacy.org
Or visit

MedicareAdvocacy.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
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